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Young Italy, Young Germany, Young Switzerland, and
the rest would make Young Europe. In fact, Mazzini
founded a society of Young Europe. " I saw regenerate
Italy becoming at one bound the missionary of a religion
of progress and fraternity, far grander and vaster than
that she gave to humanity in the past."
Cavour too, the architect of Italian unity, was spon-
taneously liberal as well as national. An admirer of the
July Revolution (1830) in France which produced the
monarchy of Louis-Philippe and the juste milieu, Cavour
was always a moderate, but always liberal. About this
time, writes Croce, Gavour noted in his diary: " There is
no great man who is not a liberal." Not to appreciate
liberty was to him a sign of lack of culture. " The degree
of love of liberty," wrote the young Gavour, " is pro-
portionate in every man to the moral education attained
by him." When after 1858 Cavour was able, step by step,
to piece the fragments of Italy together he accompanied
every step by a plebiscite, and extended the Statuto of
1848, the Constitution of the kingdom of Sardinia, over
each new province. When he was Minister-President of
only the small Sardinian kingdom he had worked for this
liberal and national ideal:
Fundamental was the formation, to which he then devoted
himself, of an orderly Parliamentary activity, with parties
that represented needs and collected their forces, and were
able if necessary to unite for certain common ends, as he
did by forming with Ratazzi and his men of the Left the
so-called Connubio. The debates in the sub-alpine Chamber
and Senate, the legislative and political activity that was
carried on there, the speeches of Cavour, the Parliamentary
combinations, the resolutions of the crises, offered examples
of a correct and fruitful constitutional life, and served as a
model and as a school to the rest of Italy.1
Indeed, it might be said that as Sardinia between 1850
* Groce, op. cit.9 p. ain.